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BOTANICAL DERMATOLOGY COURSE & WORKSHOP 
ODENSE 27-29 AUGUST 2009 
 
 
AIM: 
The aim is to give the participants a basic and clinical understanding of dermatitis elicited by 
plants with focus on allergic contact dermatitis. The course contains the following subjects: 
 
Origin and function of natural products in plants 
Chemical characteristics of plants allergens 
Mode of action and cross-reactivity of plants allergens 
How to identify plants allergens 
Analysis of plant chemicals 
How to test with plant material 
General clinical aspects – an overview 
Type I allergy to plant foods and spices  
Specific clinical aspects (presented by several speakers) 
Field visit 
 
 
PROGRAMME: 
Organizers: Evy Paulsen, Lars P. Christensen, Klaus E. Andersen, University of Southern 
Denmark 
 
 
Thursday 27 August 
13 Meeting point: Main entrance, Odense University Hospital, Sdr. Boulevard 29,  
5000 Odense C 
 
13-17 Field visit to Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Research Centre Årslev, University of 
Aarhus and 1 nursery 
 
  Dinner 
 
Friday 28 August / Room 17.109, Winsløwparken 17, 5000 Odense C 
9-10.30 Christopher Lovell: Plant dermatitis – a worldwide problem 
  
Thomas Diepgen: Occupational aspects of plant dermatitis 
  
Richard Schmidt: It is important to establish correct botanical identity 
 
10.30-11  Coffee break 
 
11-12.30 Richard Schmidt: Dermal responses to plants and plant products fall into several 
categories 
  
Jean-Pierre Lepoittevin: Main families of chemical sensitizers in plants and woods 
 
Ann-Therese Karlberg: The antimicrobial agents of plants cause allergy in man 
 
12.30-13.30  Lunch break 
 
13.30-15 Kai Grevsen: Manipulation of secondary metabolites in plants by cultivation 
techniques 
  
Christopher Lovell: Primula – a disappearing allergen? 
  
Evy Paulsen: Compositae dermatitis – an update 
 
15-15.30  Coffee break 
 
15.30-17 Kerstin Lundh: Can oral exposure to German chamomile tea induce a worsening/flare 
up of hand eczema? 
  
Lars P. Christensen: Airborne contact dermatitis – mechanisms of contact allergen 
release from plants 
  
Richard Rycroft: Plants and the poet 
  
  Dinner 
 
Saturday 29 August / Room 17.109, Winsløwparken 17, 5000 Odense C 
9-10.30 Kristiina Aalto-Korte: Lichen contact allergy 
  
Jean-Pierre Lepoittevin: True and false cross-reactions to plant chemical sensitizers 
  
Carsten Bindslev-Jensen: Plant allergens in type I allergy – from cross-sensitization 
over genetically modified plants to new and emerging allergens 
 
10.30-11  Coffee break 
 
11-13 Christopher Lovell: Ivy (Hedera helix) – an under-reported cause of dermatitis 
  
Niels Veien: An illustration of plants in Denmark that cause skin disease 
 
Case reports: 
Lobelia dermatitis in an Ethiopian flower farm (Christopher Lovell) 
Allergic contact dermatitis from salicyl alcohol and aldehyde in aspen 
bark (Populus tremula) (Kristiina Aalto-Korte) 
Protein contact dermatitis from shiitake mushroom (Kristiina Aalto-Korte) 
Poison ivy dermatitis in Denmark (Niels Veien) 
 
13  Lunch 
 
 End of meeting  
